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Wojciech Cendrowski is a PhD candidate at the Faculty “Artes Liberales”, University 
of Warsaw. He has undertaken ethnographic fieldworks in Poland and Russia. His 
research interests focus on urban studies; interaction between landscape and identity 
in constructing local communities; ontological turn in anthropology.

Rebecca M. Empson is Professor of Anthropology at UCL. Alongside teaching in the 
Department of Anthropology, her research has focused on personhood, ownership, 
memory and material culture (Harnessing Fortune, 2011), and forms of temporary 
possession in the global economy (Cultural Anthropology, 2019).

Elizabeth Fox is a visiting scholar and affiliated researcher at MIASU, University of 
Cambridge. Awarded her PhD in Anthropology at UCL in 2019, her work focuses on 
kinship, welfare bureaucracy, and social and material infrastructures in Ulaanbaatar 
and has been published in Inner Asia (2015), the Cambridge Journal of Anthropology 
(2019), and the Journal of Social Policy Research/ZSR (2020).

Katarzyna Golik, orientalist and economist, assistant professor in Polish Academy of 
Sciences (ISP PAN). She studied in Ulaanbaatar, Dalian and Hohhot. She conducted 
fieldwork in the PR of China and Mongolia on the various projects related to education, 
cultural transition, local governments, and urbanization.

Konstantin V. Grigorichev, Dr. Sc., Professor, Vice-Rector for research and international 
cooperation, Irkutsk State University, Russia. Sphere of interests: urbanization and 
suburbanization in the East of Russia in the context of international and internal 
migration.

Albert Jawłowski, lecturer and field researcher, assistant professor at the Chair of 
Methodology of Cultural Studies in the Institute of Applied Social Science, University 
of Warsaw. Author of books, academic articles, essays and popular literature in 
anthropology and sociology of culture. Particularly interested in the issues of sociology 
and anthropology of the area of Eastern Siberia, Russian Far East and Inner Asia. 
National, regional and global contexts of localness, theories and practices of popular 
culture, especially phenomena from the borderline of popular culture, politics and 
religion.



186 Biograms

Alexey V. Mikhalev, doctor of science (Political sciences), director in Center of Political 
transformations Studies in Dorji Banzarov Buryat State University (Ulan-Ude, Russia). 
Scientific interests: Inner Asian studies and political anthropology.

Ivan Peshkov received his PhD degree in Development Studies from Poznań University 
of Economics, Poland, and his MA in Economic History from the Adam Mickiewicz 
University, Poznań, Poland. He is currently a Head of the Center for Central Asian 
Studies (Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznań, Poland). His current research focuses 
on urban development, biopolitics and memory work in Inner Mongolia and 
Transbaikalia. He carried out research on the Chinese, Russian, and Mongolian border 
triangle and investigated the main economic and historical processes that characterize 
the area.

Tomasz Rakowski, PhD, is an ethnologist and cultural anthropologist, Associate Professor 
at the Institute of Ethnology and Cultural Anthropology, University of Warsaw. He 
is also a medical doctor, specialising in accident and emergency medicine and the 
author of two ethnographic monographs, multiple edited volumes, and peer-reviewed 
articles. Recently he published Hunters, Gatherers, and Practitioners of Powerlessness: 
An Ethnography of the Degraded in Postsocialist Poland (2016) and Przepływy, 
współdziałania, kręgi możliwego. Antropologia powodzenia (2019). He is especially 
interested in postsocialist transformations, vernacular forms of socioeconomic 
development, and also in social art and experimental methodology in anthropology.

Zbigniew Szmyt is an anthropologist and assistant professor at Adam Mickiewicz 
University, Poznań. He conducted ethnographic fieldwork in Mongolia, North-East 
China and Siberia. His most recent project concerns migration, urbanization and 
public history in Inner Asia.

Aleksandra Turowska, anthropologist, PhD Candidate at the Institute of Ethnology and 
Cultural Anthropology at Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań, currently working 
on her PhD project about social production of space in Kazan (Russia). Her main 
interests are urban anthropology and critical urban studies: “right to the city” notion, 
political and economic strategies of development and urban entrepreneurialism.

Kamil M. Wielecki is a broadly trained anthropologist and an Assistant Professor at the 
Faculty of “Liberal Arts” at the University of Warsaw. He has undertaken long-term 
ethnographic fieldwork research in Moldova, Kyrgyzstan and Russia. His scholarly 
interests cover postsocialist studies, the political economy of capitalism, and economic 
and philosophical anthropology.


